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CONCERNING OURSELVES

And now what of yourselves John and Sandy? Nay
and Mike even though having lost his ticket he is travelling
for a while under the seat? What are we to make of the
night. Is it plaguey dark? Not a bit of it, it is fairly light,
if in faith you hold your hand. The main points for Britain
as seen by the outside observer, seem to be much as follows:

(i) For a great many years you have held the hand of
the lesser peoples of the world and they know it.
You were even the admiration of such intelligence
as lay in Russia. You held the whole world by
the hand in the World War. Almost alone you
held it, waiting for the United States to come
slowly up the slopes of civilization. What is more,
in doing so, so great was your strength of which
both you and the world had such imperfect know-
ledge, that you did not fall beyond recuperation
point. In fact, so much did Providence seem to fight
on your side in many strange ways, that you might
almost say with the British Israelite * surely ye are
the people'. You have and you did, a great duty
to the world, and you have that duty still to do*

The saying of the Arab in Mesopotamia now
hackneyed, but a true saying, that if the English
lost the War Truth and Justice would leave the
World, was a tribute to the Pda$er IngKsi. Evea
if overstated, it was at least a tribute to your
tradition and endeavours.

(2) Because it was so, it still is so, and you alone almost
of the Nations have a stable government and a
non-excitable people. You owe to the world the
same duty as before, the sacredness of the given
word, the glory of the scrap of paper.
But because it is so, it is your duty to the world